Life’s Dead-End Streets

Ecclesiastes 6:1-12

Introduction:
Last week we learned:

Five important things about riches:
  
1. The more you have the more you want.


2. The more you have the more you spend.

3. The more you have the more you worry.


4. The more you have the more you lose.


5. The more you have the more you leave.

Two important things about God:

1. God gives the ability to earn money.


2. God gives the ability to enjoy money.
In chapter 6:1-12, Solomon continues to talk about money, but in a negative way, He tells us what will happen if we try to earn and enjoy money apart from God.
I.  Your Money Won’t Bring Meaning to Your Life - 6:1-6
A. Solomon’s Insights - 6:1-2
1. His wealth

a. How he received it – 2 Chronicles 1

He asked for wisdom not wealth. God gave him both
“Then God said to Solomon: “Because this was in your heart, and you have not asked riches or wealth or honor or the life of your enemies, nor have you asked long life—but have asked wisdom and knowledge for yourself, that you may judge My people over whom I have made you king— 
b. How much he received.

“wisdom and knowledge are granted to you; and I will give you riches and wealth and honor, such as ﻿﻿none of the kings have had who were before you, nor shall any after you have the like.”
2. His disobedience

a. What he was supposed to do



Judge God’s people wisely.
Bring honor to God in his life and in the nation.

Not marry heathen women
b. What he did

He did some good things:

   He built a temple 

    He was a kind ruler

He built up trade which brought in much money for the nation.

He expanded the nation to its greatest point, before or since.
He did some bad things:


    He made alliances with pagan nations.
     He married pagan women.

He moved farther and farther away from God
Note: To enjoy the gifts without the giver is idolatry.
B. Solomon’s Illustrations – 6:3-6

The rich man – the stillborn child

1. The rich man (a thinly disguised self appraisal)
a. Great wealth
b. Great progeny - 100 children
2 Chronicles 11:21
“Now Rehoboam loved Maachah the granddaughter of Absalom more than all his ﻿﻿wives and his concubines; for he took eighteen wives and sixty concubines, and begot twenty-eight sons and sixty daughters.

c. Long life - 2,000 years  
d. No proper burial. No one came to his funeral
2. The still-born baby

 a. Has no meaning

b. Disappears into darkness

c. It is forgotten

d. Never saw the sun

e. Never knew what life is like

3. Their common end - They both go to the grave

4. The advantage goes to the baby - It has more rest, freedom from toil, anxiety, and miserythan the richly blessed person whose soul is never satisfied.
II. You Won’t Find Joy in Your Job – 6:7-9
He is not saying that work is bad.

Gift of God / makes life compelling.
Gives fruit of labor/ teaches us about ourselves.

A. Your Job Can’t Satisfy Your Soul - 6:7

﻿﻿
All the labor of man is for his mouth, and yet the soul is not satisfied. 


Food for the stomach – not the soul
Tangible world – not spiritual 
Pays in the coin of the world, 

Food, clothing, shelter – material world

There is no exchange rate between the physical and spiritual world worlds.


The physical job must not be allowed to shut out the spiritual.

God created us unto good works, that we should walk in them. Eph. 2:10
B. Your Mind Can’t Replace Your Heart – 6:8

For what more has the wise man than the fool? What does the poor man have, who knows how to walk before the living? 

A wise man with the finest education has no advantage over the fool, if God is absent from his life.

At the Judgment seat, God is not going to ask for your diploma or degrees. Or the scores on the SAT GRE or even the FCAT.

Problem:

Work gets our best hours – 8 to 5.
It is on our minds even after that.
Soon it takes over our life and requires our very souls.

Jesus said that the number one commandment is to, “love the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind and strength.”

Work, then, becomes an idol that displaces (and displeases) God. 
 Piltdown Man: “Discovered” by Charles Dawson


Sir Arthur Keith wrote more that anyone else on the subject. His most famous work was the “Antiquity of Man” He based a lifetime of work on this one subject. He was 86 when it was discovered that the Piltdown Man was a hoax. It was a human skull, an orangutan’s jawbone and a dog’s tooth. His mind had led him to put his faith in a phony fossil rather than in the gracious God. 
C. Your Dreams Can’t Replace Reality - 6:9

Better is ﻿﻿the ﻿﻿sight of the eyes than the wandering of ﻿﻿desire. 

     


Solomon is comparing vanity of living in a fantasy world with the wisdom of living in the real world.

Proverbs 28:19 – NIV
“He who works his land will have abundant food, but the one who chases fantasies will have his fill of poverty”. 

When the kids get in school we will have time to get into church. When we get the house paid off we will save for retirement. When the kids are out of school we will get involved in the church.
Or in the job it’s the next raise or the next promotion or the next assignment, the next transfer.

We need dreams and plans, but in the process we need to stop and smell the roses.
This also is vanity and grasping for the wind. 
III. You Won’t Find Answers with Your Arguments- 6:10-12 

(This section deals with the immutability and   inscrutability of God)
A. God Has Ordained Life as He Desires It – 6:10a

Whatever one is, he has been named ﻿﻿already, for it is known that he is man; 

Whatever happened was foreordained, and what happens to man also was foreknown. (N.E.T.)
God created horses to gallop gracefully and eagles to soar spectacularly and fish to swim effortlessly.
He made man purely for Himself, as special companions.

When we try to live some other way, we’re like horses trying to fly or eagles trying to gallop. We are like a fish out of water.
B. Arguing with God is an Exercise in Futility.- 6:10b
﻿﻿“And he cannot contend with Him who is mightier than he.”
1. It is useless to argue against God.

      God is stronger than man - He is Omnipotent

     God is smarter than man - He is Omniscient

2. It is illogical to argue against God.

    God created man Romans 9:20-21
“But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? ﻿﻿Will the thing formed say to him who formed it, “Why have you made me like this?” ﻿Does not the ﻿﻿potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make ﻿﻿one vessel for honor and another for dishonor?”
God controls man.

C. God Is Willing to Bring Meaning to Your Life – 6:11-12a
“Since there are many things that increase vanity, how is man the better? For who knows what is good for man in life, ﻿﻿all the days of his ﻿﻿vain life which he passes like ﻿﻿a shadow?”
1. Man’s experience hasn’t helped him at all.

Solomon is reflecting on all he has said about life: It is all vanity. That being the case, how is man the better for all he has experienced. 

2. Only God knows what is good for man.

Man should follow God’s direction. Where do we find that? In His Word!

D. God Alone Is in Charge of Your Future – 6:12

﻿﻿﻿
Who can tell a man what will happen after him under the sun? 

Weeggie boards, Horoscopes, Jean Dixon, Nostra Damas 

None of the above can tell the future.

God is in control of the future and has already determined what it will be.
Stick close to Him - He’s the One in charge.
Arguing with Him is futile.

Conclusion:

Solomon’s closing points are a fitting conclusion for this passage:

1. God created us all to find meaning a certain way.

2. Ultimate meaning is not found in money or vocation.

3. Ultimate meaning is found in God alone

4. To argue with God about this arrangement is an exercise in futility.
